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Western Ukraine became a part of the Ukrainian S.S.S.R.
in 1939 the production of the oil-wells of the Drogobich-
Stanislavov region was doubled.
Lvov is the largest town of the Western Ukraine. It has
a population of about 240,000. Founded seven hundred years
ago by the Russian prince, Daniel of Galicia, it became a
centre of Ukrainian culture, the capital of Russian Galicia,1
and an important commercial centre on the old route from
Cracow to Kiev.
During the fourteenth century the town was seized by the
Poles, who partitioned the Ukraine. For 450 years the
Poles held Lvov. Then the Germans seized both Polish and
Ukrainian lands and took both Cracow and Lvov, holding
them for 150 years. The latter town was again taken by
Poland after the Great War. Its main industries are concerned
with metallurgy, mining and wood-working, and the manu-
facture of textiles, chemicals, and paper.
Bessarabia and Northern Bukhovina
In 1940 those parts of Northern Bukhovina and Bessarabia
where the population is predominantly Ukrainian were
incorporated in the Soviet Union, the former becoming part
of the Ukrainian Republic and most of the latter part of the
Moldavian Republic. Six districts around Kishinev, with a
population about 70 per cent. Moldavian, went into the
Moldavian Republic, the mainly Ukrainian areas joining the
Ukrainian S.S.R.
These small frontier areas of the U.S.S.R. have been in
the past the cause of strife and contention between various
great powers. In early history the Greeks, Romans, Goths,
Huns, and Bulgars all invaded these lands. In the thirteenth
century the Mongols, sweeping across Europe, entered Bess-
arabia. During the same century Genoese traders established
themselves on the Dniester river. During the fourteenth
century Bessarabia was ruled by a prince of Moldavia, while
1 Galicia was finally incorporated in Poland in 1347, and about the
same time most of the other Ukrainian lands became part of Lithuania
(Russia: a Social History, by D. S. Mirsky (Cresset Press) ).